Curriculum Vitae
BRITTA B. WHEELER, Ph.D. 80 Haven Ave New York, New York 10032
britta@brittawheeler.com 646 221-9121

EDUCATION
2012 M.F.A. Goddard College, Interdisciplinary Arts. Vermont.
2000 Ph.D. Department of Sociology, University of California, Santa Barbara. 
  Dissertation: “The Institutionalization of an American Avant-Garde: Performance Art 1970-2000.”
1993 M. A. Department of Sociology, University of California, Santa Barbara. 
1984 B. S. University of Nebraska, Lincoln: Textiles, Clothing and Design.

AWARDS
2023 New York State Council on the Arts, Artist Fellowship. The Red Birds Came First 
2020 New York City Artists Corps, The Summer Show: A Fashion-Art-Play Community 
Learning Experience

EXHIBITIONS
2026 Gallerium.Art, Melancholy - 2026, Gorilla, Snowman, Clown. (2023) Textile/Found Object Nest.

2021 Group Exhibition at Le Chiele, Washington Heights, “Bird, Bird” (2021) Watercolor on Paper.

2021 Featured Expert. Everything is Subject to Radical Change, Webcast Program presented by Cool Cleveland. about Ph.D. research on performance art and its institutionalization https://coolcleveland.com/2021/07/everything-is-subject-to-radical-change-cleveland-performan ce-art-festival-revisited/

2021 New York City Artist Corps Grant, The CIFA Summer Show: a fashion-art-play community-learning-experience. J. Hood Wright Park, Washington Heights.

2020 Group Exhibition at Le Chiele, Washington Heights, “Eye Can See Clearly Now 2020” Collage/Mixed media on paper.

2020 Starred, short independent film “Nudibranch” by Means of Production for the Iron Mule Comedy Film Festival.

2019 Exhibition at Le Chiele, Washington Heights, “Milk, Blood, Tears.” Oil on Canvas.

2017- 22 The Children’s Institute of Fashion Arts, semi-annual Fashion Arts Workshop, Creative Learning Grant Recipient. Lower Manhattan Cultural Council. Organization Founder and Teaching Artist.

2015 “Day in the Life of Nicolas Dumit Estevez: A Personal Ethnography Collaboration with Britta Wheeler” Exhibited in “Performing the Bronx and other Home-based Actions” at Maria Casita Center for Art and Education, Bronx, New York.



2015 “Day in the Life of Martha Wilson: A Personal Ethnography Collaboration with Britta Wheeler” Exhibited in “Martha Wilson: Downtown” Fales Collection, Bobst Library, New York University. Written up in Hyperallergic on April 8, 2015, as the seeming anchor to the show http://hyperallergic.com/195681/the-radical-art-of-archiving-performance-as-practiced-by-martha-wilson/

2005-2015 “Performance Art and its Institutionalization: A Map” is a visual representation of my dissertation research commissioned by Franklin Furnace Archive in collaboration with Baltic Center for Art, Gateshead, England. It has been exhibited internationally, translated into Spanish, and published in several edited volumes of performance art documents, culminating in its exhibition at Pratt Manhattan Gallery.

2010-2015 The Belinda Powell Performance Art Project: video, songwriting and performance exploring a gender stereotype, and the concept and practice of celebrity.

PUBLICATIONS
2011	Interview with Martha Wilson in BOMBlog: October

2004	“The Social Construction of an Art Field: How Audience Informed the Institutionalization of Performance Art.” Journal of Arts Management, Law, and Society.

2003	“The Institutionalization of an American Avant-garde: Performance Art as Democratic Culture 1970 to 2000.” Sociological Perspectives.

2003	“Ethnography and Art: Walking Down the Street” Streetnotes: Ethnography, Poetry, & the Documentary Experience 

2003	“Negotiating Deviance and Normativity: Performance Art, Boundary Transgressions, and Social Change” ed. Philip Auslander. Performance: Critical Concepts. Routledge

EMPLOYMENT
2015 - present Founder and Director, The Children’s Institute of Fashion Arts, www.theCIFA.org

2019-2022 Adjunct Professor, Department of Behavioral Sciences, New York Institute of Technology teaching “The Real New York” and “Sociology and Documentary Still Photography”

2004-2015 Senior Lead Instructor, Departments of Liberal Arts and Sciences and Fashion Design, The Art Institute of New York City

 1999-2002 Post-Doctoral Fellowship New York University, Draper Interdisciplinary Master’s Program for  
  Humanities and Social Thought, Art Worlds Fellow
